Thu defence of individuality is learned from nature. In an ecosystem, diversity is strength and so 
biodiversity becomes a source of basic ethical insight. In its most basic form, it provides a guide to 'help 
us distinguish which of our actions serve the thrust of natural evolution and which of them impede them," 
(Murray Bookchm.The Ecology of Freedom, p. 342] 

So, the ethical concept 'lies in the feeling of sociality, inherent in the entire animal world and in the 
conceptions of equity, which constitutes one of the fundamental primary judgements of human reason." 
[Ethics, pp. 3 H -2J Therefore anarchists embrace 'the permanent presence of a double tendency - towards 
greater development on the one side, of sociality, and. on the other side, of a consequent increase of the 
intensity of life which results in an increase of happiness for the individuals, and in progress - physical, 
intellectual, and moral." [Op. CIL. pp. 19-20) 

Anarchist attitudes to authority, the state, capitalism, private property and so on all come from our ethical 
belief that the liberty of individuals is of prime concern and that our ability to empathize with others, to see 
ourselves in others (our basic equality and common individuality, in other words). 

Hence anarchism combines the subjective evaluation by individuals of a given set of circumstances and 
actions with the drawing of objective interpersonal conclusions of these evaluations based upon empathic 
bounds and discussion between equals. Hence anarchism is based on a humanistic approach to ethical 
ideas, one that evolves along with society and individual development. 

Hence ah ethical society is one in which "(difference among people will be respected. Indeed fostered, as 
elements that enrich the unity of experience and phenomenon . , . fihe different J will be conceived of as 
individual parts of a whole all the richer because of its complexity." {Murray Bookchin, Post Scarcity 
Anarchism, p. 82] 
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fc^ZZ of * f t rZ* *' ! meiUI ' maMi " ^formation revc^y life. Il will involve 
.buL«^^ "u I b T d T iSMi0nS wi,hin Which a,t can " ercise - 3 "develop, their 
m kolace ,t % ,nV0 ^ n8 ,hC,nSeIVM Md P««P«™B * *he decisions .hal affect Ln. their 

^pacUtes COmni,l,,,,y "^ MCIC, y- ""* «» ensure Ihe full development of their individual y 

IfZ^ITlT^T ^ freC a * rccmem on e «^ '"el of society can develop the responsibility, 
rn.ut.ve ntellect and solidarity of individuals and society as . whole. Only ar*rchisl organisation allows 

.f «S2T Zf ,"** W T hin humani,y * te ^"^ i " d used - enrichin 8 **"* ■* ^ very process 
» enriching and developing the .ndividual. Only by involving everyone in the process of thinking 
>lanmng co-ordinating and implementing the decisions that affect them can freedom blossom and 
~ y 5 fully developed and protected. Anarchy will release the creativity and talent of .he mass of 
•eopie enslaved by hierarchy. 

Uarchy will even be of benefit for those who are said to benefit from capitalism and its authoriry 
clations Anarchists 'maintain thai both rulers and ruled are spoiled by authority; both exploiters and 
xploaedare spotted by exploitation' (Peter Kropotkin. Art for Yourself, p. 8 J]. This Is because "(ifn 
7„T£ "la'ionship the dominator as well as the submissive pays his dues. The price paid for the 

rZffTT " " d hemy ' Evety °" a "' r " mts ** *"<»""• H < * "***** *° drag the dead 
rSulLii TT' C 7°f * PO ' €ntial ° f ' he submi " iv * «« ^ong the road of his hierarchical excursion" 
t he Kignl to Be Greedy. For Ourselves]. 

^.2.11 Why are most anarchists in favour of direct democracy? 

cX°™ nTS* direC ' den ^ ra,ic Votin * « P° lic V dec"^" w"hin Tree associations is the political 
222 HreemenL The reason is that 'many forms of domination can be carried out in a free. 

Ml ,n!,Ztn C ™ traCtMi j mann «- • ■ — ' «"' « "rt **. . . to think that mere opposition to political control 
nit m itself lead to an end of oppression. ' [John P. Clark. Max Sllrner'a Egoism, p. 93J 

I ** obvious that individuals must work together in order lo lead a fully human life. Aod so. "Waving to 
am with others humans . . (the individual has three options] he tor she} must submit to the will of others 
IrTstZt:^ 

\ZSt « r bViOU ^ ^^ '** Option * associaUofl - ■ «■* "fr «*■« by which individuals can work 
linTriA™ T?- t""*" bcingS * "I"*! ,he "HueneK and liberty of one another. Only within 

lllinr,!^™- 1 '"!, dUali CXpreSS lhcmsc,ves - P™*" criUcal thought and self-government, so 

■sloping dieir intellectual and ethical capacities to the full. In terms of increasing an individual's 

7«ZTt !^' r S!5"S* ethicaJ ^ social f3CU,li «' j| « farb e«er .6 be sometimes in a minority than 
* suoject to the will of a boss all the time. So what is the theory behind anarchist direct democracy? 

>nce an individual joins a community or workplace, he or she becomes a "citizen" (for want of a belter 
oroj ol that association. The association is organised around an assembly of all its members (in the case 

hZ, "IS " ld tOWnS * U " X may * * funclio nal sub-group such as a specific office or 

eignDourhood). In this assembly, in concert with others, the content of his or her political obligations are 
cimea. in acting within the association, people must exercise critical judgement and choice, i.c manage 
leir own activity. This means that political obligation is not owed to a separate entity above the group or 
ociety, such as the stale or company, but to one's fellow "citizens." 

ilthough the assembled people collectively legislate the roles governing their association, and are bound 
y them as individuals, they are also superior lo them in the sense that these rules can always be modified 
r rep^ed. Collectively, the associated "citizens" conslilute a political authority, but as this authority is 
«ed on horizontal relationships between themselves rather than vertical ones between themselves and an 
rue. the authority" is non-hierarchical ("rational" or "natural," see section B.l - "Whv are anarchic 
g a inst authority anH h ir rarr h y?' - for more on this). Thus Proudhon: 

"In place of laws, we will put contracts [i.e. free agreement}. - No more taws voted by a 
majority, nor even unanimously; each citizen, each town, each industrial union, makes its own 
laws. " [The General Idea of the Revolution, pp. 245-6] 



Such a society would be base _ upon industrial democracy, for within the workers' associations 'all 
positions are elective, and th* by-laws subject to the approval of the members." [Op. CIt p 2221 Instead 
of capitalist or statist hierarchy, self-management (i.e. direct democracy) would be the guiding principle or 
the freely joined associations that make up a free society. ^ 

Of course it could be argued that if you are in a minority, you are governed by others ("Democratic rule is 
still rule" [L. Susan Brown. The Politics of Individualism, p. 53]). Now, the concept of direct democracy 
as we have described it is not necessarily tied to the concept of majority rule. If someone finds themselves 
in a minority on a particular vote, he or she is confronted with the choice of either consenting or refusing 
to recognise it as binding. To deny the minority the opportunity to exercise its judgement and choice is to 
infringe its autonomy and to impose obligation upon it which it has not freely accepted. The coercive 
imposition of the majority will is contrary to the ideal of self-assumed obligation, and so is contrary to 
direct democracy and free association. Therefore, far from being a denial of freedom, direct democracy 
within the context of free association and self-assumed obligation is the only means by which liberty can 
be nurtured. Needless lo say. a minority, if it remains in Ihe association, can argue its case and try to 
convince the majority of tfcs error of its ways. 

And we must point out here that anarchist support for direct democracy does not suggest we think that the 
majority is always righl. Far from ill The case for democratic participation is not that the majority is 
always right, but that no minority can be misted not to prefer its own advantage to the good of the whole. 
History proves what common-sense predicts, namely that anyone with dictatorial powers (by they a head of 
slate, a boss, a husband, whatever) will use their power lo enrich and empower themselves at the expense 
of those subject to their decisions. 

Anarchists recognise that majorities can and do make mistakes and that is why our theories on association 
place great importance on minority rights. This can be seen from our theory of self-assumed obligation, 
which bases itself on the righl of minorities to protest against majority decisions and makes dissent a key 
factor in decision making. Thus Carole Pateman: 

"If the majority have acted in bad faith. . . (then the} minority will have to take political 
action, including politically disobedient action action if appropriate, to defend their 
citizenship and independence, and the political association itself. . . Political disobedience is 
merely one possible expression of the active citizenship on which a self managing democracy 
is based ...The social practice of promising involves the right to refuse or change 
commitments; similarly, the practice of self-assumed political obligation is meaningless 
without the practical recognition of the right of minorities to refuse or withdraw consent, or 
where necessary, to disobey. " {The Problem of Political Obligation, p. 162] 

Moving beyond relationships within associations, we must highlight how different associations work 
together. As would be imagined, the links between associations follow the same outlines as for i he 
associations themselves. Instead of individuals joining an association, we have associations joining 
confederations. The links between associations in the confederation are of the same horizontal and 
voluntary nature as within associations, with the same rig his of "voice and exit" for members and the same 
rights for minorities. In this way society becomes an association of associations, a community of 
communities, a commune of communes, based upon maximising individual freedom by maximising 
participation and self- management. 

The woAings or such a confederation are outlined in section A.2.9 f What sort of society do anarchists 
aaruj) and discussed in greater detail in section I (What wonM m anarchist society look like7V 

This system of direct democracy fits nicely into anarchist theory. Malatesla speaks for all anarchists when 
he argued that "anarchists deny the right of the majority to govern human society in general' (Op. ClL. p. 
IUUJ As can be seen, Ihe majority has no right to enforce itself on a minority - the minority can leave the 
association at any time and so. lo use Malatesta's words, do not have to "submit to the decisions of the 
majority before they have even heard what these might be." [Op. CIt.. p. 101] Hence, direct democracy 
within voluntary association does not create "majority rule" nor assume that the minority must submit to 
the majority no matter what. In effect, anarchist supporters of direct democracy argue that it fits Malatesta's 
argument that: 



